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Connecticut players warm up Thursday for their practice in Nationwide Arena. The Huskies play Notre Dame tonight as the women’s 
Final Four gets underway. [ADAM CAIRNS/DISPATCH] 


Humble beginnings 


Today’s Final Four is far cry from early days of women’s basketball 


By Andrew Erickson and championship game, bringing Sunday’s championship game Inside 
The Columbus Dispatch a buzz to Columbus and placing a will be in the millions — the 2017 
bow on a years-long effort to bring title game between Mississippi More on the 
Sellout crowds will fill one of the NCAA's premier events State and South Carolina drew Final Four, 
Nationwide Arena this weekend for to the city. Sports D1, 
the women’s Final Four semifinals Television viewership for See JOURNEY, A6 4-5 


Suit seeks gender fixes in birth certificates 


By Jennifer Smola Lambda Legal have discriminates against trans- what they described as an 
The Columbus Dispatch announced a lawsuit chal- gender people. outdated policy. The other is 
lenging Ohio’s policies on During a news conference ‘Tennessee. 
The American Civil changing the gender marker Thursday, the groups said “A birth certificate 


Ohio is one of just two states 
which has failed to change 


Liberties Union of Ohio and 
the LGBT legal organization 


on birth certificates, arguing 


the current policy unfairly See BIRTHS, A7 
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President 
pushes 


America’s 
rebuild 


By Tim Botos 
GateHouse Media Ohio 


RICHFIELD, Ohio — In 
anearly hourlong speech, 
President Donald Trump 
talked about everything 
from his planned border 
wall with Mexico to the 
TV ratings success of the 
“Roseanne” reboot. 

In between, and along 
the way Thursday after- 
noon, he touted the 
virtues of his $1.5 trillion 
plan to build new infra- 
structure and fix what’s 
in need of repair. The 
adoring crowd of more 
than 500 people inside a 
dirt-floor, all-weather 
building on the Ohio 
Operational Engineers 
Local 18 apprentices and 
training site, applauded 
the proposal. 

“Tlove the smell of a 
construction site!” Trump 
said, surveying the cav- 
ernous field house, where 


See TRUMP, A3 
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Central Ohioans remember 
MLK, 50 years after his death. 


